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and heads its South Island operations,
leacing a team of six winemakers at the
Brancott winery in Marlboroudgh.

As to the wisdom of Sauvignon over
snowdrops, well among Patrick's accolades
for trophy winning wines is the Wineslate
Magazine Award for New Zealand
Winemaker of tha Year,

Montana doesn’t release poor wines
and its significant portiolio climbs from the
sound 1o the sublime, Patrick’s hand is therg
throughout but it is at the top of that range
that he is able to indulge a passion, the
passion of the Triple 5 devotes. We're falking
about the winegrower who is intrigued by
the combinations of site, soil and sunshine
that explain how the same variety, grown in
proximate vineyards, can produce wine of
differing character. It is what the French call
terrair and Palrick has macde it his businass
to explore the terroir of the valleys, slopsas
and flats of the Marlborough region.

Accordingly, Patrick has in recent vintages
crafted three separate site Sauvignon
Blancs. They are marketed under the
Montana Terroir label and 1asting them side-
bw-sicle is deliciously instructive. The 2008
winas are just reaching the shelves and the
labels to ook for are Raill Bndge, Condors
Forest and Festival Bock. Each owng a
distinctive personality. Materman advises
that three Pinots are waiting in the wings as
part of the Terroir program.-Bring on the day
of their release.
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From a block of north-
facing terraces along
the Awatere Biver where
s0il structure is markedly
different from that of

tha main Marlborowgh
region. Precise vibrant
wine of stane fruit and
grapefruit flavours,
fennel and Sancemre-like
chalkiness. The essence
of elegance. ARF 22

MONTANA
TERRACES
MARLBOROUGH
PINOT NOIR 2007
Flagship Finot;

a beautifully balanced
and skillfully craftad
wine, Purple crimson,
Perfumed nosa of

red and black cherry
fruit, Some sweet and
S0OMEe savaury oak.
Concentrated fruit
flavours and vehwety
mouthfeel, Ripe tannins.
From the floar of the
main Wairau River Valley.
RRP %35

Paul Foster was, for 10 years, the Winemaster
at Tha Wine Sociaty and continuas ta
participate in its wine aducation and wine

judging programs.
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