some 200 growers, 22 producers and 12
cellar door outlets and that it has produced
or, at least, contributed to, many of our most
celebrated reds.

And the region that's kept all these secrets
secret? Langhome Creek. Frank Potts
established a winery there, on the fertile
floodplain by the Bremer River, in 1850 and
great-great-grandson Michael continues to
craft impressive wines in the wonderful wood
and limestone building Frank built. But why
has it all been a secret so long? Because until
the 1980s much of the region’s fabulous fruit
was bought by the big wine companies and
lost in some of our best-known brands. Wolf
Blass, for instance, recognised its quality and
its Grey Label wines (which have won four
Jimmy Walsons) were based on Langhorne
Creek fruit and Orlando, Hardy's, Penfolds
and Metala are some of the others.

Time has come, however, for Langhorne
Creek to assert its own identity and the Code
Breakers (as the nine call themselves) are
seeking to unlock their region's secrets.

The group includes Ben Potts (with its Gipsie
Jack and John’s Blend labels), Bleasdale,
Bremerton, Brothers in Arms, Cleggett,
Heartland, Lake Breeze, Step Rd and
Zonte's Footstep.

1@ and length. Has

ur and mouthieel

out being oily.

the footprint on
the label, we're told, is
that of the Diprotodon
giant wombat which
wandered the region
20 million years ago.
About $17

BROTHERS IN
ARMS SHIRAZ 2002
Guy Adams, whose
family has owned
the famous Melala
vineyard for 125 years,
IS winemaker. Fruit for
this red was sourced
from its best blocks and
WM ¢, the wine can claim 16
o B o medals. Robust and
rich with dark chocolate
flavours in its black and
red fruit. Grainy tannins.
About $39
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Paul Foster was, for 10 years, the Winemaster
at The Wine Society and continues to
participate in its wine education and wine
judging programs.
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